[bookmark: _Hlk97212647]Representative Shelley Capito
Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: (202) 224-6472

Representative Capito,

My name is Allie Ulness, and I am a social work student at the University of Wisconsin–Eau Claire. I am writing to you to express my support of the US Congress House bill 3755: To protect a person’s ability to determine whether to continue or end a pregnancy and to protect a health care provider’s ability to provide abortion services. This Act is cited as the “Women’s Health Protection Act of 2021”. This Act holds great value for protecting and advancing the civil rights, health, and economic security of all persons in the United States. The protection of women’s rights and lives are at stake to obtain safe, legal abortion services.

I am aware that the Women’s Health Protection Act did not pass in the Senate, the Act was, filibustered, so the bill was unable to advance. The final vote was 46-48, with no Republicans supporting the bill. With this being the outcome, it is extremely concerning that this bill did not pass in Senate. Abortion should be a fundamental right. The Women’s Health Protection Act (WHPA) sought to remedy and prevent the onslaught of state-level abortion bans and restrictions that cause significant and sometimes insurmountable challenges to receiving abortion care. 

As a social worker, I urge you to support the right of pro-choice. If you are not supportive of the right of pro-choice, it will negatively affect so many people in the United States. Your actions will disproportionately impact the ability of low-income women and women of color to access health care, robs individuals of bodily autonomy, and threaten the economic security of individuals and families. These individuals and families already have limited access to resources, are already struggling to achieve economic security, and who is already facing life-threatening health disparities.

It is disheartening as a female, and social worker in the United States that my rights to abortion are being, challenged, as well as it is for so many others. Already we have seen states like West Virginia, Arizona, and Florida pass laws banning abortion after 15 weeks. Bill 3755 would have protected the right to an abortion from court threats such as the potential of overturning Roe v. Wade. The bill also would have created a statutory right at the federal level for abortion providers to provide abortion care and for patients to receive it, invalidating state-level attacks against the right to abortion.

Now, more than ever, the right to abortion needs to be ratified in federal law. Every person deserves to have the ability to make healthcare decisions that are right for them. As well as, every person must be able to make their own decisions about having children, without government interference and discrimination. You need to act NOW!

Respectively,

Allie Ulness
Ulnessam8586@uwec.edu 
522 Water St. Apt. #310
Eau Claire, WI 54703 
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