Representative 
306 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: (202) 224-3954

Dear Representative _______,

My name is Allie Ulness, I am currently a social work student at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. I am writing to you; to express my support of House Bill 137: Prohibiting no-knock warrants. In addition to asking for your support in voting to pass bill 137. As we have seen, a heartbreaking wake of several high-profile cases regarding no-knock warrants on the news recently. In a New York Times, investigation, they found that at least 81 civilians and 13 law enforcement officers have died in no-knock warrants from 2010 to 2016. 

No-knock warrants came from, a tactic used during the height of the war on drugs in the 1990s and into the 2000s they were implemented under the Reagan administration and are still used today. The law currently in place states: a law enforcement officer executing a search warrant must knock and announce before entering. Unless at the time; that warrant is executed the law, enforcement officer may enter without notice if the officer has a reasonable fear or suspicion that knocking and announcing will allow people to destroy valuable evidence before they may have time to enter the premises. Whereas, under House Bill 137, that is, proposed, a law enforcement officer may execute a search warrant only between the hours of 6 a.m. and 10 p.m. unless a judge authorizes the execution of the search warrant at another time for a good cause. 

Woefully, under the current law, there has been hardship and heartbreak in so many communities, with the loss of so many innocent citizens being shot and killed to death in their own homes due to no-knock warrants. For instance, we all know about Breonna Taylor, a Kentucky woman who was shot and killed unjustly by police in her home in 2020. Where-upon, in turn, it brought no-knock warrants under scrutiny across the entire nation as it highlighted the danger to life that no-knock warrants pose. 

There have been so many instances where no-knock warrants have done more harm than good. No-knock warrants should be as difficult to obtain as they are dangerous to carry out. We have seen no-knock warrants result in deaths from both sides, the citizens and officers. Under this new light it is evident that no-knock warrants lead to the deadly use of force by police and deaths of innocent people. 

Most recently, this has happened again in Minneapolis, with the death of a 22-year-old man Amir Locke, during a police raid of the no-knock warrant. He was not involved in the crime for which the warrant had been issued. From the neighboring state of Minnesota, the chief of the Mendota Heights Police Department and chair of the Minnesota Board of Peace Officer Standards and Training weighed in on no-knock policies. She stated we are at the point where they need to have a state-wide ban as this would communicate to all our citizens that we recognize their right to be safe in their own homes and that we will preserve that right. 

After all this controversy of no-knock warrants, at least three states – Oregon, South Carolina, and Virginia - have acted by banning the no-knock warrants, while other states like Florida and New Mexico have enacted laws by only allowing them in certain circumstances. ____ it is important to have your support prohibiting no-knock warrants. As it is unnerving, no-knock warrants: seem to be used more in Wisconsin than in other states. With putting Wisconsin residents at risk in their own homes, especially if they happened to be armed themselves. It also increases the dangers to law enforcement. We need to follow the actions of other states and prohibit no-knock warrants for the safety of all residents in Wisconsin.

Respectively,

Allie Ulness
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ulnessam8586@uwec.edu 
522 Water St. Apt #310
Eau Claire, WI 54703 
